
Environmental Education: There's an app for that! 

Fun Kids Apps  Platform Cost 

 
Franklin and Friends: 
Franklin's Weather 

Fun 

Franklin’s Weather Fun is a kid-centric weather app that forecasts a 
hurricane of fun! With simple swipe controls, kids can easily find out the 
weather, check out some weather themed activities, find out fun facts or 
play with Franklin’s weather machine. 

Apple FREE 

 
Wildlife Detectives 

Great for camouflage! Kids play WILDLIFE DETECTIVE to learn about how 
foresters protect animals in the forest. (AUSTRALIAN APP) Look for day-
time animals such as koalas and parrots, and night-time animals such as 
owls and possums. Foresters also look for animal clues such as feathers 
and burrows that tell them what animals might be living there. Take the 
wildlife detective challenge today to see how many different animals and 
clues you can find! 

Apple (looks 
like ipad only) 

FREE 

 
My Birds of Prey Lite 

Co-produced with Cornell Lab of Ornithology, this stunning collection of 
four different games has multiple levels of difficulty to challenge people of 
all ages. Play two games to win birds of prey and place them in different 
habitats. Then play two more games to win food for your birds! Each time 
you feed a bird, you’ll discover a new fact about it and hear its call. In this 
LITE version, you can play all four delightful games and win up to 4 Birds of 
Prey. If you like it, you can upgrade to the full version and play with all 15 
birds and learn over 400 raptor facts. 

Apple FREE 

Guides / ID  Platform Cost 

 
Leaf Snap 

Leafsnap is the first in a series of electronic field guides being developed 
by researchers from Columbia University, the University of Maryland, and 
the Smithsonian Institution. This free mobile app uses visual recognition 
software to help identify tree species from photographs of their leaves. 
Leafsnap contains beautiful high-resolution images of leaves, flowers, fruit, 
petiole, seeds, and bark. Leafsnap currently includes the trees of the 
Northeast and will soon grow to include the trees of the entire continental 
United States. 

Apple FREE 

 
iBird PRO 

Search by Shape, Size, Habitat, Color, Family, Song, Length, Weight, Flight 
Pattern, Wingspan, and much more. Taxonomic and Alphabetical Family 
sort options. Hand-drawn full sized color illustrations, with perching and 
flight views. Multiple professional photographs for each species showing 
sexes and seasons. INCLUDES 938 SPECIES FROM NORTH AMERICA AND 
HAWAII. iBird Pro offers 5 hours of bird songs and calls from the gold 
standard of recordings; the Macaulay Library at the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology.  

Apple 
(iBird Pro 2 
available on 
Android) 

$9.99-
$19.99 
(also free 
lite version) 
($4.99 
Android 
version on 
Amazon) 

 
National Geographic 

Birds 

995 species. Robust search/sort/filter functionality—with real-time results. 
Track all of your sightings in the My Journal section by adding location 
details, weather, photos, notes, and more. Start your own life list, or 
peruse numerous lists compiled by National Geographic, including longest-
distant migrants, endangered species, and species most likely to be 
spotted in regional hot-spots such as Cape Hattaras and Madera Canyon. 
Test your birding knowledge, and increase your identification skills, with 
custom-created quizzes, curated by experts at National Geographic. A real-
time newsfeed keeps users abreast of breaking news in the birding world. 

Apple $9.99 

Environmental Education: There's an app for that!          Jennifer Marang and Angel Burns (WCCSP) 2/1/2014                 Page 1 of 8 



 
Audubon Insects and 

Spiders 

Over 500 insects and spiders. Featuring comprehensive photos and in-
depth descriptions. ‘NatureShare’ feature allows you to track and 
annotate your personal sightings by location, and share with friends by 
email or Facebook. Search by first name, last name, and scientific name of 
every species, by order, by variables including shape, habitats, regions, 
colors and sizes. Reference section includes information on finding insects, 
illustrated diagrams of insect and spider body plans, classifications, natural 
history and even how to start your own collection. Does not include moths 
and butterflies, which can be found in Audubon Butterflies. 

Apple 
& Android 
(through 
Amazon) 

$9.99 apple 
/ $4.99 
android 

 
Audubon Reptiles & 

Amphibians 

This app contains 437 species with in-depth descriptions, thousands of 
professional photographs, range maps, advanced search capability, and 
much more! Advanced gallery view for easy comparison and search; field 
mark call outs;  and NatureShare - a social community of birders who 
observe, identify, and share their observations and photos in the mobile 
app and online. 
 
There are also Audubon guides for Birds, Mammals, Trees, and region 
specific nature guides. 

Apple $9.99 

 
Falcon Guide – 

Backyard Scats and 
Tracks of North 

America 

Detailed illustrations of scats, tracks, gait patterns, and other signs of an 
animal’s presence, carefully organized by species, track types, and scat 
types. Individual range maps for all species. Easy-reference descriptions of 
all scats and tracks with precise measurements. Built-in ruler for more 
accurate field identification. An identification key and glossary of tracking 
terms. Instantly view hundreds of color images for every species with 
built-in links to Google Images or Flickr. Document your finds using the 
Sightings feature. More than just a field notebook, you can capture images 
of your find; record date, time, and precise location; and write field notes 
for analysis and sharing. Share your sightings instantly with friends and 
colleagues via email, Facebook, and Twitter right from the app! 

Apple / 
Android 

$6.99 Apple 
/ $1.99 
Android 

 
Sibley Lite 

This is a LITE version of The Sibley eGuide to the Birds of North America 
but is fully functional and includes ONLY 30 species, compared to 813 
species in the full app. 

Apple / 
Android 

FREE 
(full version 
is $19.99) 

 
Peterson Birds 

The official Peterson app for iPhone, iPod touch and iPad. Peterson Birds 
gives you illustrations, birds songs, range maps, and nest photos for over 
800 species of North American birds on your on your iPhone, iPod touch, 
and iPad. 

Apple $9.99 
(Free 
backyard 
version) 

 
ITrack Wildlife 

Track and sign info for 66 common mammals of North America. Over 700 
high quality track, sign, and animal photos with detailed captions. 120 
detailed skull photos for 41 of the species. Precise front and hind track 
drawings for every animal. Detailed track, gait, and similar species 
descriptions. A beautiful, easy to use interface. The ability to zoom, pinch, 
and swipe between photos. New -  wikipedia page for each species is now 
stored in the app to allow viewing with no internet connection! 

Apple $14.99 
(Free LITE 
version) 
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IDWeeds 

ID Weeds allows you to search for weeds by their common or latin name, 
view a list of weeds, or identify weeds based upon a number of different 
characteristics. Details about each weed are presented, along with 
photograph(s) of the weed specified. 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

 
Berries & Herbs 

Wild Berries & Herbs is an ideal field guide to the most common species of 
wild berries, fruits, herbs, and selected nuts. With the built-in quiz you will 
also learn quickly to distinguish between different species. LITE Version 
includes a limited number of species. 

Apple and 
Android 

$9.99 Apple 
/ $11.99 
Android 
(Free 
version too) 

 
Rogers Mushrooms 

This app offers the most complete catalogue of wild mushrooms and fungi 
across Europe and North America. Featuring over 2,500 photographs of 
1,560 fungi species, including edible, hallucinogenic, poisonous 
mushrooms, truffles, puffballs and brackets, it is the perfect guide for 
identifying mushrooms. The species have been collected in the wild by 
Roger Phillips and other senior mycologists from both America and 
Europe. The images show each mushroom from many different angles, 
and often in their different stages of maturity to aid identification. Also 
included are descriptive keys, details of size, shape, colour, habitat, and 
symbols to indicate edibility. 

Apple and 
Android 

$3.99 (Free 
version also) 

 
MyNature Tree Guide 

Two searchable databases for leaf and needle identification. Search by 
question to identify trees. Search by leaf shape or configuration. Illustrated 
images of leaves and needles. Digital images of leaves, needles, fruit, 
cones, bark and profiles of each tree featured. Range maps for tree 
locations. A handy ruler to help in leaf or fruit measurements. State Tree 
quiz. Diagrams and illustrations of tree structure, leaf structure, leaf 
shapes and types of leaves. MyNature Journal, where you can personalize 
your app and record the trees you’ve identified or just jot down your 
personal thoughts about your day a-field. Interesting Tree facts and more! 

Apple and 
Android 
(apparently 
android 
version a bit 
flaky) 

$6.99 

Astronomy  Platform Cost 

 
Solar Walk 

Unparalleled exploration of our solar system. Just stunning. This 3D Solar 
System model lets you navigate through space and time, see all the 
planets in close-up, learn their trajectories, inner structures, history of 
their exploration, points of interest and more. It even has detailed 3D 
models of the most interesting man-made satellites. Use 3D mode to get a 
more realistic experience and zoom out to view and spin the entire Galaxy! 

Apple $2.99 

 
Moon Globe 

Hold the Moon in your hands. Moon Globe turns your iPhone, iPod Touch 
or iPad into a precision instrument for viewing Earth's Moon. Satellite 
imagery and topographic laser altimeter data are combined to render the 
Moon with realistic lighting in realtime 3D. Spin above the surface, or 
switch to Telescope mode to see the Moon as it appears from your 
location on Earth. Adjust the display time and watch the sunlight shift over 
the lunar landscape. A "tag cloud" floats just above the surface, labeling 
terrain features and spacecraft; touch any label to find out more about 
that feature. Moon Globe also shows you where the Moon and Sun are in 
the sky with its dynamic sky compass. 

Apple 
(Moon Globe 
3D is closest 
I've found on 
Android, not 
free)  

FREE 
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Star Chart 

Planetarium, Gyro enabled, lots of customizable layers. Using state of the 
art GPS technology, an accurate 3D simulation of the visible universe, and 
a great deal of technical wizardry, Star Chart calculates – in real time - the 
current location of every star, planet and moon visible from Earth and 
shows you precisely where they are; even in broad daylight! Let's you 
move forward/backward in time, click on objects to learn. 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

 
Planets 

Planetarium, visibility of objects, earth globe with current day/night. Quite 
simple. Sky 2D: locate planets with flat view of sky, Sky 3D: planetarium 
style view of the sky, Visibility: shows times when planets are visible, 
Globe: rotating 3D globe of planets and moon 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

 
ExoPlanets 

Explore beyond our solar system! See the night skies & constellation from 
another world! The Exoplanet app is a highly visual and interactive 
catalogue of all known exoplanets. Exoplanets are planets orbiting stars 
beyond our own Solar System. It is frequently updated whenever new 
discoveries are confirmed. An amazing model of the Milky Way lets you 
explore our universe all the way from the Solar System to the cosmic 
microwave background. This app has been developed and is maintained by 
a professional astronomer. 

Apple 
 
(Exoplanet 
Explorer prob 
closest on 
Android, but 
diff. 
publisher) 

FREE 

 
SkyView Free 

Planetarium, very clean design, with lots of info in bite sized pieces. 
SkyView® Free is a beautiful and intuitive stargazing app that uses your 
camera to precisely spot and identify celestial objects in sky, day or night. 
Find your favorite constellations as they fade in and out while you scan 
across the sky, locate the Moon, discover distant galaxies, and witness 
satellite fly-bys. 

Apple FREE 

 
Spacecraft 3D 

High in the wow factor, perhaps not the most practical teaching tool, but 
an exciting indicator of where technology is going. NASA's Spacecraft 3D is 
an augmented reality (AR) application that lets you learn about and 
interact with a variety of spacecraft that are used to explore our solar 
system, study Earth, and observe the universe. Using a printed AR Target 
and the camera on your mobile device, you can get up close with these 
robotic explorers, see how they move, and learn about the engineering 
feats used to expand our knowledge and understanding of space. Will be 
updated over time to include more of the amazing spacecraft that act as 
our robotic eyes on the earth, the solar system and beyond! 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

 
Where is Io 

Gives you the location, orbits, rise and set times for Jupiter's four Galilean 
moons. Where is Io calculates information on bodies in the solar system. It 
provides rise and set visualizations and times for all the planets, and a 
spiro-graph view of the moons of Jupiter over the next few days. I've 
found this very handy on astronomy nights when Jupiter is up! 

Android FREE 

 
Google Sky Map 

Planetarium, search for specific stars. Let's you time travel to see stars 
over time, path of planets, etc. Sometimes the tracking is a little shaky, but 
that's pretty standard through all of the planetarium apps! 

Android FREE 

Astronomical 
Flashlight 

Makes your phone a flashlight, with a red setting for astronomy programs. 
Also Telescope Flashlight works. 

Android FREE 
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Satellite AR 

Ever wondered what satellites are flying above your head when you look 
up? This app will show them to you using augmented reality. Point your 
phone's camera to the sky, and small icons track the locations of various 
satellites. Those in sunlight are colored yellow to help you look for them 
on a clear night. (Satellite Augmented Reality is a different app on 
ipad/iphone and costs almost $8) 

Android FREE 

 
Model Solar System 

A simple app that helps illustrate the true scale of the solar system when 
building a model. Enter the size of the sun, or the total length in feet, and 
it'll give you the proper sizes and distances between each solar object. You 
can lay it out in a classroom, football field, etc. Clicking on the individual 
planets will show you details of their size, mass, density, orbital period, 
etc. You may be amazed when you're able to visualize the true distances in 
our solar system! 

Android FREE 

 
ISS Detector 

ISS Detector will tell you when and where to look for the International 
Space Station or Iridium flares. You get an alarm a few minutes before a 
pass. You will never miss a pass of the International Space Station and you 
will never miss the bright flashes of the iridium communication satellites. 
ISS Detector will also check if the weather conditions are right. A clear sky 
is perfect for spotting. 

Android FREE 
(Pro version 
available 
too) 

 
Iridium 

The Iridium communication satellites have a peculiar shape with three 
polished door-sized antennas, 120° apart and at 40° angles with the main 
bus. Occasionally, an antenna reflects sunlight directly down at Earth, 
creating a predictable and quickly moving illuminated spot on the surface 
below of about 10 km diameter. To an observer this looks like a bright 
flash, or flare in the sky, with a duration of a few seconds. This app 
displays in real-time where is each Iridium satellite, predicts when these 
flares will occur from the observer's position and allows from the 3D 
locator, locate the exact point in the night sky. 

Android FREE 

Geology/Earth  Platform Cost 

 
EarthViewer 

EarthViewer is like a time machine for exploring Earth’s deep history. 
Based on the latest scientific research, it lets you scroll through the last 4.5 
billion years with your fingertips. Follow a favorite landmark, be it 
Greenland or New York City, as its position shifts through time, or watch a 
famous fossil like Tiktaalik make an incredible journey from its origin to its 
current location. Layer your view of shifting continents with data on 
atmospheric composition, temperature, biodiversity, day length, and solar 
luminosity, to get a more complete view of our dynamic planet. 

Apple and 
Android 
(known as 
BioInteractive 
EarthViewer) 

FREE 

 
Earth Observer 

Extremely comprehensive geographic/earth science data overlaid on a 
map of the world. Explore your planet as never before with the mobility of 
EarthObserver. Use your fingertips to travel through terrestrial landscapes 
and across the ocean floor. Visit frozen icecaps, study geological maps, 
scout mountains to climb and trips on coastal waters and exploit a rich 
atlas of other earth and environmental imagery.  

Apple $0.99 

 
Google Earth 

Fly around the planet with a swipe of your finger. Search for cities, places, 
and businesses. Browse layers including roads, borders, places, photos and 
more. Visit the Earth Gallery to find exciting maps such as real-time 
earthquakes, planes in flight, hiking trails, city tours, and more. Integrated 
Google Maps Street View allows you to explore the world at street level. 
Use the new “tour guide” to easily discover exciting new places to explore. 
With a quick swipe on the tab at the bottom of the screen, you can bring 
up a selection of virtual tours from around the globe. 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 
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EMD PTE  

A impressive app, with everything you'd expect from a period table with 
bonus pictures of the elements, details on the discoverer of that element, 
and more! A great reference and resource :) 
 
If you have money to spare, then 'The Elements: A Visual Exploration' is 
apparently spectacular at $13.99. 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

 
The Rock Cycle 

The Rock Cycle is an interactive story about the life of a rock. Weathered 
and aged, he tells his life story in this elegant poem. Each stanza is 
supplemented with interactive images, diagrams, and mini-games. This 
app was created and developed by a middle school student for a geology 
assignment. 

Apple FREE 

 
Mineral ID (Apple) 

A very data centric app - view the properties of a bunch of minerals, and 
try to identify materials by answering questions related to their structure 
in thin section. Useful if you're looking for specifics, and are not worried 
about images. There are other mineral apps that aren't free that come 
with great imagery. 

Apple FREE 

 
Mineral ID (Android) 

Input up to 12 unique characteristics to identify a mineral sample. Top 5 
results are shown to the user along with detailed pictures of each mineral. 
Also features a property list database along with picture references. You 
may also browse through the full mineral list for a description of each 
mineral’s properties along with pictures. This app is ideal not only for 
students, but professionals, lab work, and field work as well. 

Android $0.99 
(well worth 
it) 

Citizen Science  Platform Cost 

 
Project Noah 

A very interesting app with a lot of potential, particularly in creating 
missions as a teacher and having your students log findings. However, the 
Android app is highly unstable, and you can't log in as a student in either 
smartphone app just yet. Log spottings of local flora/fauna, see reports by 
people nearby and over the world, contribute to other organization and 
individual missions and contribute to a massive database used by scientists 
to track environmental health. You can also upload a spotting that you're 
having trouble identifying and receive suggestions from the community. 

Apple 
(iphone 
optimized) 
and Android 
(Android is 
CLUNKY 
however) 

FREE 

 
iNaturalist 

Explore! Learn! Record! iNaturalist helps you record your observations 
from the natural world and contribute them to iNaturalist.org, a social 
network for naturalists. Read the getting started guide 
(www.inaturalist.org/docs/getting_started.html) to find out more. It also 
includes some beautiful photo guides on flora and fauna created by 
members, and lets you create your own. 

Apple 
(iphone 
optimized) 
and Android 

FREE 

 
NaturesNotebook 

Nature's Notebook is a citizen science program for observing and 
recording plant and animal life cycle events, like flowering and bird 
migration (also known as phenology). We recommend that you create an 
account, and register your location, as well as the plants and animals you'll 
observe online at www.usanpn.org first, and then use this app for going 
out into the field to record your observations through the seasons. Find 
out more at www.usanpn.org/participate/observe. 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

Environmental Education: There's an app for that!          Jennifer Marang and Angel Burns (WCCSP) 2/1/2014                 Page 6 of 8 

 



 
Journey North 

Journey North is a long-established, highly respected, free Internet-based 
program that explores the interrelated aspects of seasonal change. 
Journey North engages students in a global study of wildlife migration and 
seasonal change. K-12 students share their own field observations with 
classmates across North America. They track the coming of spring through 
the migration patterns of monarch butterflies, robins, hummingbirds, 
whooping cranes, gray whales, bald eagles— and other birds and 
mammals; the budding of plants; changing sunlight; and other natural 
events. The app mapping is very basic and static. 

Apple and 
Android (but 
not reliable 
on later) 

FREE 

 
MAEDN 

Submit invasive species observations directly with your smartphone from 
the field. These reports are uploaded to EDDMapS and e-mailed directly to 
local and state verifiers for review. MAEDN was developed by the 
University of Georgia’s Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health. 
MAEDN is a vast network of land managers, field experts, citizen scientists, 
naturalists, gardeners and others interested in documenting invasive plant 
occurrences in the Mid-Atlantic region for the purposes of early detection, 
improved management and better coordination. The region includes 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia and the District of Columbia. Also great as a general field guide. 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

Other  Platform Cost 

 
Wild Friends 

Embark on an extraordinary adventure and meet new friends; a baby sea 
turtle hatching, a sleepy polar bear, a fascinating great grey owl… Each 
encounter will surprise you and probably make you smile. Perfect for 
nature lovers, photography enthusiasts, parents and children. Packed with 
rare and candid scenes, including of artic foxes, chamois, dolphins, ghost 
sharks, gray wolves, humpback whales, imperial eagles, monk seals, 
puffins, pygmee cormorants, seahorses or wisents – as well as animals you 
have probably never seen, such as the amazing saiga antelope. 

Apple FREE 

 
WWF Together 

Experience the world’s most amazing and endangered animals in one app 
– together. This interactive experience brings you closer to the stories of 
elephants, whales, rhinos and other fascinating species. Discover their 
lives and the work of WWF in a way you’ve never seen before. Try out 
“tiger vision,” stay as still as the polar bear during a hunt, and chop the 
panda’s bamboo. Explore the animals’ stories, then fold them up and 
share them with the world. 

Apple FREE 

 
Science 360 

The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) Science360 for iPad provides easy 
access to engaging science and engineering images and video from around 
the globe and a news feed featuring breaking news from NSF-funded 
institutions. Content is either produced by NSF or gathered from scientists, 
colleges and universities, and NSF science and engineering centers. 

Apple (Radio/ 
podcast 
version 
available for 
Android) 

FREE 

 
Shark Net 

Shark Net gives you a deep look into research being done by Stanford 
University scientists and the worldwide collaborative research of GTOPP - 
the Global Tagging of Pacific Predators project (http://www.gtopp.org). 
Shark Net allows you to connect directly with one of the most amazing 
predators on the planet – white sharks (Carcharodon carcharias), which 
return every year to the Gulf of the Farallones and Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuaries along the California coastline. 

Apple FREE 

Environmental Education: There's an app for that!          Jennifer Marang and Angel Burns (WCCSP) 2/1/2014                 Page 7 of 8 

 



 
Wikitude 

Not really an environmental education app, but it shows you how cool 
things are getting. Overlays interesting landmarks, restaurants, wikipedia 
articles (historical/political/cultural) that are clickable and viewable, on 
your camera phone view. 

Apple and 
Android 

FREE 

 
Google Goggles 

Another AR (augmented reality app). Take a photo of anything, Google will 
scan for recognizable text, and any matches in its extensive photo library 
and provide data on what you're looking at. They're still getting the kinks 
out! 

Android FREE 

Tiny Metronome This is a metronome app that allows you to go up to 300 beats per minute. 
Seems like an odd thing to include here, but I've used it to illustrate the 
differences in animal heartbeats - ie, a whale compared to a human. 
Unfortunately I can't do any tiny rodents! ;) 

Android FREE 

 

This is by no means a comprehensive list, but it's certainly a great place to start when it comes to Environmental Education. If you 
find anything you think should be added, please contact Jennifer Marang at wilkwo@aol.com! 
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